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EUROPEAN WEEK

The European Week Against Cancer (EWAC) took place between 25 and
31 May 2025 and brought together policymakers, cancer leagues, and
health advocates from across Europe with one shared goal: to reduce
the impact of cancer on people’s lives and our societies.

Together, we made a real impact. Thanks to our collective efforts, the
2025 EWAC campaign reached over 4.2 million people, with 9.6
thousand interactions online and 880 mentions on social mediaq,
amplifying our message across borders.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to the
success of European Week Against Cancer 2025. Whether you organised
an event, spoke out online, or shared your story, your involvement
mattered.

As we close the chapter on EWAC 2025, we invite everyone to save the
date for the next European Week Against Cancer, taking place between
25 and 31 May 2026. Stay tuned to our website for updates and ways to
get involved!

EWAC is a flagship initiative from the Association of European Cancer
Leagues (ECL), a non-profit umbrella organisation made up of 34
national and regional cancer leagues advocating for improved cancer
control and care across Europe. Our vision is a Europe free of cancer.

www.cancer.eu/ewac
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A WEEK OF ACTION

Throughout the week, a wide array of webinars, events, and social
media actions helped shine a light on the everyday challenges faced by
those affected by cancer. These activities also highlighted the many
impactful initiatives across Europe to prevent cancer, encourage
screening and vaccination programmes, improve access to medicines,
and promote cutting-edge research and innovation.
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EUINSTITUTIONS AND
AGENCIES

European institutions, bodies, and agencies - including the European
Commission, the European Medicines Agency, the European Economic and
Social Committee, and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
- joined the 2025 European Week Against Cancer to raise awareness and
showcase how EU policies and initiatives support research, prevention, early
detection, and care for cancer patients and survivors.

European Commission

European Commission Directorate-General
for Health and Food Safety

https://shorturl.at/hWIm6
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European Commission’s Joint Research Centre

. e European Commission’s
European Medicines Agency Audilgvisual Services



European Commission’s Health and Digital Executive Agency

https://shorturl.at/xBAld https://shorturl.at/an1Y1

https://shorturl.at/hiYIH https://shorturl.at/26Q0f

European Economic and European Centre for Disease
Social Committee Prevention and Control


https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-and-initiatives-contributing-enhancing-patients-2025-05-30_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-kick-prevention-and-early-detection-save-lives-2022-05-25_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-contributing-effective-diagnosis-and-treatment-2025-05-28_en
https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/european-week-against-cancer-2025-eu-funded-projects-taking-action-prevent-cancer-2025-05-27_en
https://shorturl.at/26Q0f
https://shorturl.at/hiYlH
https://shorturl.at/xBAld
https://shorturl.at/an1Y1

UNITED NATIONS
AGENGIES

During the 2025 European Week Against Cancer, the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) released
new videos, launched new factsheets, organised webinars, shared resources,
and called attention to key risk factors like tobacco and alcohol.

World Health Organization

Internation IAg ncy for Research
on Cancer (IAR ?

https://shorturl.at/FedGa

https://shorturl.at/ nNFPb
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MEPS AGAINST
CANCER

In the lead-up to the European Week Against Cancer, the MEPs Against Cancer
(MAC) Interest Group celebrated 20 years of leadership in the fight for a
cancer-free Europe with an event held at the European Parliament in Brussels.
Supported by the Association of European Cancer Leagues (ECL), the MAC
group brings together policymakers from across the political spectrum and EU
member states.



The MEPs Against Cancer group also hosted a webinar to discuss the growing
body of scientific evidence between per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) and cancer. The webinar, which was hosted by MEP Tilly Metz (Vice-
Chair of the MAC group), explored effective policy measures to regulate and
eventually phase-out these harmful chemicals in Europe.

Featured speakers included Tom Buis (Dutch Cancer Society, representing the
Association of European Cancer Leagues), Paul Speight (EU Commission’s
Directorate-General for Environment), and Sandra Jen (Health and
Environment Alliance).

https://shorturl.at/Y0f8V
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EUROPEAN CANCER
LEAGUES

Cancer leagues from all over Europe marked the European Week Against
Cancer through a mix of online campaigns and in-person events. From
advocating for stronger policy measures to prevent cancer, to hosting
conferences focused on screening, members of the Association of European
Cancer Leagues (ECL) actively took the spotlight to raise awareness and drive
action. Here are a few examples:

Portuguese League Against Cancer

The Portuguese League Against Cancer
organised a series of in-person events for both
cancer patients and the general public,
featuring activities such as yoga and cooking
classes, as well as a dedicated conference to
explore the challenges of Iung cancer
screening.

Spanish Association Against Cancer

The Spanish Association Against Cancer,
alongside the WHO Regional Office for Europe,
Smoke Free Partnership, the European
Respiratory Society, and the European Network
for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention, organised
a high-level workshop in Brussels to mark World
No Tobacco Day.



Association of European Cancer Leagues

German Cancer Society

ECL Youth Ambassadors

To kick off the European Week Against
Cancer, ECL launched a new position paper
making the case to ban harmful PFAS
chemicals across Europe, due to the growing
scientific evidence linking these ‘forever
chemicals’ to cancer.

https://shorturl.at/jwr2m

Catalan Federation Against Cancer


https://shorturl.at/jWr2M

Cyprus Anti-Cancer Society

Cancer Society of Finland

Hellenic Cancer Federation



Health and civil society groups across Europe joined the EWAC action by
sharing resources, calls to action, and raising awareness about the importance
of cancer prevention and care on social media and beyond.
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EUROPEAN WEEK

Thank you for supporting the European Week Against Cancer (EWAC)

EWAC is a flagship initiative from the Association of European Cancer
Leagues (ECL), a non-profit umbrella organisation made up of 34
national and regional cancer leagues advocating for improved cancer
control and care across Europe. Our vision is a Europe free of cancer.
Transparency register number: 19265592757-25

@ ecl@cancer.eu

WwWww.cancer.eu
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